
 

 

Covenant with Moses 

The covenant God made with Moses is a conditional covenant. God set up laws for 

His chosen people to follow so the Redeemer could come. 

God gave Moses the Lord to govern Gods people in relationship to God. 

1. The commandments- “word life” 

 Exodus 20:19-20 and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen. 

But do not have God speak to us or we will die." Moses said to the people, 

"Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be 

with you to keep you from sinning." 

2. The judgments- “grieving social life” 

 Exodus 21:23 “But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life.” 

3. Ordinances – “religious life” 

 Exodus 20:24-31 “‘Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt 

offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. 

Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you. If 

you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for 

you will defile it if you use a tool on it. And do not go up to my altar on steps, 

lest your nakedness be exposed on it.'” 

Israel’s deliverance from Egypt is the basis of this covenant. 

 Exodus 19:4 “'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 

you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.” 

This is the outcome of God’s covenant with Abraham. To make you a great nation, 

God had to place regulations and laws for His people to follow. 

This covenant is a conditional covenant 

 Exodus 19:3-9 “Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from 
the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and 
what you are to tell the people of Israel: 'You yourselves have seen what I did 
to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  
Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you 
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will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be 
for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to 
speak to the Israelites." So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the 
people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to 
speak.  The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD 
has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.  The LORD said 
to Moses, "I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will 
hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you." Then 
Moses told the LORD what the people had said.” 

Here we see the people agreed. 

 Exodus 19:8 “The people all responded together, "We will do everything the 

LORD has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.” 

The law could not save us from sin, but the promise God made with Abraham 430 

years before could. That promise is the promise of a redeemer. 

 Galatians 3:21-29 “Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? 
Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then 
righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But the Scripture 
declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, 
being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who 
believe. Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up 
until faith should be revealed. So the law was put in charge to lead us to 
Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no 
longer under the supervision of the law. You are all sons of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

The 10 Commandments given:  

 Exodus 20:1-17 “And God spoke all these words: "I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery."You shall have no 

other gods before me."You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You 

shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a 

jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 

fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand 

{generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments. "You shall 



not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold 

anyone guiltless who misuses his name."Remember the Sabbath day by 

keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh 

day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, 

neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, 

nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD 

made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested 

on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it 

holy. "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 

land the LORD your God is giving you."You shall not murder."You shall not 

commit adultery."You shall not steal."You shall not give false testimony 

against your neighbor."You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall 

not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

Tablets of Stone:  

 Exodus 24:12 “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain 
and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and 
commands I have written for their instruction.’" 

Building of the Tabernacle Furniture:  READ Exodus 25 

Building of the Ark of the Covenant:  

 Exodus 25:10 “And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half 
cubits shall be its length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half it 
height.” 

The Covenant made between God and Moses was broken by the sin of the people.  

Golden Calf made: When Moses didn’t come down from the mountain the people got 
restless. They wanted other gods to worship, so Aaron took the golden earrings from all 
the people and made the golden calf to worship. The people, God said, turned aside 
quickly from what He commanded. God was ready to consume them, but Moses pleaded 
with God and he relented. God told Moses he would make a great nation, but Moses 
pleaded for the people.  

 READ ALL of Exodus 32 

 Exodus 32:1-6 “When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down 

from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, "Come, make us 

gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of 



Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him." Aaron answered them, 

"Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are 

wearing, and bring them to me." 3 So all the people took off their earrings and 

brought them to Aaron. He took what they handed him and made it into an 

idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, 

"These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt." When 

Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, 

"Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD." So the next day the people 

rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings.  

Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 

God called His people stiff necked.  

 Acts 7:51 (49-51) 'Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What 
kind of house will you build for me? says the Lord. Or where will my resting 
place be? Has not my hand made all these things?' “You stiff-necked 
people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your 
fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!” 

 II Chronicles 30:8 ”Do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were; submit to the 
LORD. Come to the sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve the 
LORD your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. 

Aaron and his sons called to attend to the Tabernacle. God gave great details 
about what and how to do it all. God instructed Aaron about priestly garments. 
Aaron was consecrated as high priest. Sometimes we want to take shortcuts, but 
when God speaks details, we must do as He says. 

 READ ALL of Exodus 28 

Jesus was born under the law:  

 Galatians 4:4 “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under law” 

He fulfilled and kept the law:  

 Matthew 5:17-19 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the 

truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 

stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments 

and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of 



heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven.”  

He bore the curse of the law for us:  

 Galatians 3:13-14 ‘Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."He 
redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the 
Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of 
the Spirit.” 

The law added to the Abraham Covenant because of sin with the seed would come: 

 Galatians 3:19 ‘What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because 
of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The 
law was put into effect through angels by a mediator.” 

 Galatians 3:16-18 “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The 
Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your 
seed," meaning one person, who is Christ. What I mean is this: The law, 
introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously 
established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance 
depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his 
grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.” 

The law condemns, but faith saves!  

 Romans 3:20-22 “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.21But 
now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference.” 
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